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2? Tothe right honourable Gilbert Lord Talbor, ſonneandheireto 
* the right noble andpuiſſantGeorge Earle of Shrevvesbury , VW aſhfordand VWa- 
cerford, Earle Marſhall of England, Lord Talbot, Furniuall, Verdune, Louctoft,and* * 
Strange of Blackmeere, one of her Maielties moſt honourable pruuie councell,” 
© Iuſtice of the forreſtes and chaſes by north the river of Trent, and 
knight of the moſt honourable order of the garter. Ni- 
cholas Yonge vviſheth increaſe of honour, 


vvith all happinelle, 


Iobt honourable, ſince I firſt begau to keepe houſe in thu Citie,it hath 
/ no ſmall owe = oo” that ——_—_— of Gentlemen 
LLC and Merchants of good accompt(a well of this realme as of forreine 
P = | 24t0ns ) haue taken in good part ſuch entertainment of pleaſurt ,4s 
WA Ve) | my poore abilitic was able to afford thews, bath by the exerciſe of Mu- 
<7 VER) fche daily uſed in my houſe , and by furniſhing them with Boakes of 
= thathindeyeerly ſent me out of Italy and other places, which beeing for the maſt part 
Z TNtalian Sonzs , are for ſweetnes of Aire,verie well liked of all;but moſt in account with 
them that underſtand that language. As for the reſt they doe either not (ing them at 
* allorattheleaſt with bitle delight. And albeit there be ſame Engliſh [qnges lately ſet 
I forth by a great Maiſter of Muſicke,which for skill and ſweetnes may content the moſt 
* curious:yet becauſe they are not many in number men delighted with varietie have wi. 
'. fhedmaxegf the ſame ſort . For whoſe cauſe chiefly 1 endentured to get into my hands 
all ſuch Engliſh Songes as were praiſe worthie,and amongſt others, I had the hap to find 
in the hands of ſome of my good friends ,certaine Italian Madrigales tranſlated moſt of 
them fiue yeeres agoe by a Gentleman for his priuate wg » (4s wot long before cer- © 
taine Napolitans had been engliſhed by a verie honourable perſanage,and now a Coun. 
cellour of eſtate, whereof 1 haue ſeene ſome, but nener poſſeſſed any). And finding the ' 
ſame to bee ſingulerly well liked, not onely of thoſe for whoſe cauſe I gathered them, but 
of many skilfull Gentlemen and other great Muficiens yuho 5 9-IY the accent of the 
words to be well mainteined , the deſcant not hindred , (though ſome fewe notes altred) 
and in enerie place the due decorum kept 1 was ſo bold ( beeing well acquainted 
with the Gentleman) as to entreat the reſt, who willingly gaue me ſuch as he Ja (for 
of ſome he kept no Copies) and alſo ſome other more lately done at the requeſt of his pay - 
ticular friends. Now when the (ame were ſeenc to paey to a inſt number , ſufficient to 
furniſh 4 great (ett of Bookes diners of my friends aforeſaid,required with great inſtance _ 
fo haue them printed, whereunto I was as willing as the reſt, but could neuer obtaime the 
Gentleman conſent thouzh I ſought it by many great meanes. For hi anſwere was ener, 
that thoſe trifles becing but an idle mans exerciſe , of an idle ſubied, written onely for 
priuate recreation,would bluſh to be (eene otherwi ſe then by twilight much more to bee 
brought into the common view of all men, Ana ſeeing me ſtill importunate,he tooke his 
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+ * TheEpiſtlededicatorie. 
,and with an obſtinate reſolution of his former ſpeech, wrote in one of the Bookes 


js ] b ſe verſes of the Poet Martial, 


Seras tutioribiz ad lucernas, 
- Hxc hora eſt tua,dum furit Lyzus, 
_ Dumregnatroſa,dum madent capilli,. 
. Tumte yel rigidilegant Catones. 


s 


Wherefore Ikept them (or the moſt of them ) for a long time by mee not preſuming 
fo put my ſickle in an other mans corwe, till ſuch time 45 1 heard, that the ſame beeing 
i diſperſed into many mens hands , were by ſome perſons altogither unknowen to the ow. 
|' "er like tobe publiſhed in Print Which made mee aduenture to ſet this worke in hand, 
||| heebeeing netther prinie nor preſent,nor fo neere this place as by any reaſonable meants 
E-1 oF, could gine him notice. Wherin though he may take a iuſh offence,that 1 haue laid open 
| Bris labours without his licence : yet fince they were in hazard to come abroag by flraun- 
1! gers,lame and vnperfett by meanes of falſe Copies, I hopg that this which I haue done to 
+ enoidea greater ill, ſhall deſerue a more fanourable excuſe, But ſeeking yet a ſirongex 
| - firing to my bow,] thought good in all humble and duetifull fort to offer my ſelfe and my 
' bold mo to the defence and protettion of your Lordſhip, to whoſe honourable hands 
1} Zpreſentthe ſame, Aſſuring my ſelfe , that ſo great is the loue and affetlion which hee 
|| Rp PM air: L. as the view of your name in the Front of the Bookes, will take away 


|} - all diſpleaſure and vukindnes from mee. And although this may bee thought 4 greater 
11 Boldnes then the firſt ( I beeing not any way able to doe your L.. ſuch a ſernice, as may de- 
| iſ} ferueſogreat a fauonr)yet I hope theſe Songes beeing hitherto well eſteemed of all, ſhall be 
' 3} foregardedof your L.as 1 for them and they for themſelues ſhall not be thought unwor- 
| zhieof your honourable defence, With which hope Ihumbly commit your L. tothe pro- 
teftion of the Almightie : wiſhing to the ſame, that encreaſe of honour which your true 
| wertue derined from ſo noble and renowmed Anceſtors doeth worthely deſerue. 


From London the firſt of October. 1 5888. ET 
: ' 8; f Your Lordſhip's 
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To the right honourable Gilbert Lord Talbo 


3 


the tight noble and puiſſanrGoorge Earle of Shreyves! | Wz 
tcrford, Earle Marſhall of England, Lord Talbot, Farnuall, Yerdune, fr,and 
_ Strange of Blackmeere, one of her Maieſties moſt honourable priuic councell, 
luſtice of the forreſtes and chaſes by north the river of Trent, and #1 
knighr of the moſt honourable order of the garter. Ni- 
| Cholas Yongevviſhethincreaſe of honour, 
vvithall happineſſe, 


Tebt hononrable, fince 1 firſt brown to keepe houſe in this Citie,st hath 
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| been no ſmall comfort unto mee , that a great number of Gentlemen 
& and Merchants of good accompt (as well of this realme as of forreine 
v- | nations ) hane taken in good part ſuch emtertainment of pleaſure , as 
WA\Ve}] my poore abilitiewas able to afford them, both by tht exerciſe of Mu- 
= WP") fcke daily ſed in my houſe , and by farniſhing hem with Bookes of 
that kinde yeerly ſent me ont of Italy and other places, whith beeins ſor the moſt part 
Italian Sonzs , are for ſweetnes of Aire,verie well liked of all, but moſt in account with | 
 themthat underſtand that languaee. As "a the reſt they doe either not ſing them at | 
all,or at the leaſt with title delight. And albeit there be ſome Engliſh ſonges lately ſet | 
forth by a great Maiſter of Muſicke, which for skill and fweernes may content the moſs 
curiom:yet becauſe they are not many in number mt delichted with varietie hane wi- 
ſhed more of the ſame ſort . For whoſe cauſe chiefly 1 endentured r8 vet into my hands | 
all ſuch Enezli(h Sanges as were praiſe worthie,and anon 2( others, I had the hap to find oj 
in the hands of ſome of my good frienas,certaine Italian Madrigales tranſlated moſt of | 
them fiue yeeres az0e by a Gentleman for his priuate delight , (as not lone before cex« | 
taine Napolitans had been enzliſhed by a verie honourable perſonaze,and now a Coun 


cellur of eftate, whereof 1 hane feene (ome, but neney poſſeſſed any). And finding the | 
ſame to bee ſinzulerly wellliked, not onely of thoſe for whaſe cauſe Teat ered vhemy but = 
of many skilfull Gentlemen and other great Muſiciens who 5 phone the accent of the | 
words to be well mainteined , the deſcant not hindred , (though ſome fewe notes altred) 
ani in euerie place te 'duedecorum kept : 1 was ſo'bold ( beeing well acquainted || 
with the Gentleman) as to entreat the reſt, who willingly gaue me ſuch as he 68 (for _ | 
* | of ſomehe kept nuCopits) and alſo ſome other more lately done at the requeſt of his par. | 
\ | ticular friends. Nowwhen the ſamewere ſeene to ariſe to a inſt number , ſufficient to 
furniſh agreat (ett of Bookes diners of my friends aforeſard required with great inſtance || 
to haue them printed, whereunto 1 was as willing as the reſt,but could nener obtarne the | 
entlemans conſent #19u79 I ſought it by many great meanes. For hn anſwere was ener, . © 
that thoſe trifles beeing but an tdle mans exerciſe , of an idle ſubiefl, written onely for 
priuate recreation,would bluſh to be Jour otherwiſe then by twilight much more to bee 
brou7ht into the common view of all men. And ſeeing me ſtill jmportunate he tooke his | 


k %z 


ey ib] _-. . TheEpiſflededicatorie, $6 ATR 
' Penne,and with an obſlinate reſolution of his former ſpeech, wrote in one of the Bookes 
 theſewverſes of the Pact Martial. | TO TT 56, 


Seras tatiot ibis ad Jucernas, 

Hrzc hora eſt tua,dum furicLyzus, 
Dumregnatrofa,dum madenr capill:, 
Tumce yelrigidi legant Catones. © 


3] : Wherefore Tkept them (or the moſt of them ) for a long time by mee not preſuming 
1 - #o put my ſickle in another mans.corne, till ſuch time as I heatd,' that the ſame becing 
' diſperſed into many mens hands , were by ſome perſons altogither unknowen to the ow. 
ner ike to be publiſhed in Print Which made mee adventure to ſet this worke in hand, - 
' beebeeinz neither prinie nor preſent,nor ſo peere this place a5 by any reaſonable meanes 
 T could gine him notice. Wherin though he may take a iuft offence,that 1 hane laid open 
his laboars without his licence : yet fince they were in hazard to come abroad by flraun- 
 gers,lame and vnperfetl by meanes of falſe Copies, I hope that this which I haue done to 
Ill anoideagreater ill, ſhall deſerue 4 more fauourable excuſe, But ſecking yet - as 
Thi firing to my bow,l thought good in all humble and _—_ [art to offer my ſelfe and my 
| bold m9 4 to the defence and protection of your Lox {(bip, to whoſe honourable hands 
. 1 preſent the ſame, Aſſuring my ſelfe , that (o great is the lone and ; xee x4" 5g hee 
| bearethto your L. as the view of your name in the Front of the Bookes, will take away 
all > 25 Wy and unkindnes from mee. And although this may bee thought 4 greater 
boldnes then the firſt ( I beeing not any way able to doe your L. ſuch a ſeruice,as may de. 
1 ferneſogreat a faneur)yet I hope hat. Songes beeing hitherto well efteemea of all, ſhall be 
Wl ſoregarded of jour L.a5 1 for them,and they for themſelues,fhall not be thought unmor. 
Rl! zhicof your honourable defence, With which hope I humbly commit your L. tothe pro- 
teftion of the Almizhtie : wiſhing to the ſame, that encreaſe of honour which your true 
wertue deriued from ſo noble and renowmed Auceſtors doeth worthely deſerag. 
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When ſhall I ceaſe. XXI to the note ae h ' per v0inen, Noe: Faignient, 
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| So gracious, XXV- Sei tanto atioſa.-. Cert 
: Crretl vnkind. "XXVI 1 23657 & Giouan Ferretti, 

What doth my pery a : Che fa. oxy fi _ -Lnea Marenziovo. FE 
7 as. vr HW Fo - | | 
|  lcepe myne onely-jewell Fn a 0c Lp, "0. 
XXVTIIL 4 Stefano. Feliss. 
| The ſecond part; XXIX Ti lavitorn. 2-pars. ; | 


Sound out "wy -. 


Gianctto Paleſtina; 


Liquide- 


| XXXVI O doleiſeinve baſcio. 
pe.XXX VII 
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oc: || | ALE 

The Nightingale, XLIII Le Reſcignol, | 

The faire youg virgin, XLIIII £4 verginellas. 1 pars, 

The ſecond part, XLY 44 nor {i cofto, 2,pars. 
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The ſecondpart, LV Hor come augel, 2:-pars.. © Alfons eraboſco, 


I foung ſometime, | LVI Conte gie. How #1. $0 
Becauſe my loue, | LVII Che la mia dame. 2þars, þ Luca Marenzio. 
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Madit F038 tranſlated of foure, fiue and fix Ixe parts, 


choſen out of diuers excellent Authors,vvith the firlt and 
ſecondpart of La Yerginells, made by Maiſter Byrd, 


\ ypontwoStanz's of ©Lrioo,and brought 
| to ſpeake Engliſh with 
the re 


Publihed by N. Y onge, in fauour of ſach as: 
| Fake pleaſure in Muſick of voices. 


© carited »Landon by 'Tho- 


mas Eaſt, the aſsigne of Rn 
-Byrd. 1588, 


\ Cum Pruulegio Regie MateStatis. 
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To the right honourable Gilbert Lord Talbot, ſonne and heire to & 


the right noble & puiſſant George Earle of Shrewesbury, Waſhford and Wa- 


terford, Earle Marſhal of England, Lord Talbot, Furnivall, Verdune,Louetoft, - Y; ; 


& Strange of Blackmeere,one of hir Maicſties moſthonorable privie councel, 
Iuſtice of the forreſts and chaſes by north the riucr ot Trent,and 
knight of the moſt honourable order of the garter, Ni- 
cholas Yong wiſheth increaſe. of honour, 
191 with all happineſle, . 


Ig ht honourable, ace 1 firſt began to keepe houſe in this Citte, it hath 
n f been no ſaull comfort unto mee, that a 
49 
be S 


and Merchants of good accompt (as at, of thus realme as . orreine 
nations) hauc taken in goed part ſuch entertainment of pleaſure , as 
my poore abilitie was abt; to affoord them,both by the exerciſe of Mu- 
that kinde yeerely ſent me ont of Italy and other places, which beeing for the moſt part 
Ttalian Songs, are for ſweetnes of Aire,wverie well liked of all, but moſt in account with 
them that underſtand that language. As for the reſt, they doe either not ſing them at 
all, or at the leaſt with litle delight . Andalbeit there be ſome Engliſh ſongs lately ſet 
forth by agreat Maiſter of Muſicke, which for shill and ſireetnes may content the moſt 


curious © yet becauſe they are not many in number, men delighted with variette, have © 
 - wiſhed more of the ſame ſort. For whoſe cauſe chiefly 1 endeuonred to get iato my hands 


all ſuch Engliſh Songs as werepraiſe worthie, andamone#t others, Thad the hap to find 
in the hands of ſome of my good friends, certaine Italian Maarigales tranſlated moſt of 
them fine yeeres agoe by a Gentleman for his priuate delight, (35 not long before cer- 
taine Napolitans had been enzitfhed by averie Fabag/ perſonage,and now a Ciunn- 
cellour ha ew hereof I haue ſcene ſome but nener poſſeſſed any.) CA nd finding the 


ſame to be ſingulerly well liked, not onely of thoſe for whoſe cauſe 1 gathered them, but 
of many 5kilfull Gentlemen and other great Muſiciens, who affirmed the gecent rl the 


words to be well mainteined, the deſcant not hindred, (though ſcme ferre notes altzed) 
and inencrie place the due decorum kept : 1was ſo bolde (beeing well acquainted with 


O 


Cc 


ſome he kept no Copies) and alſo ſome other more lately done at the requeſt of his partt- 


the Gentleman) as to entreate the reſt, who willi 4 gaue me ſuch as he had (fer of F, 


reat number of Gentlemen 


bike daily wſed in my houſe,and by furniſhing them with Beokes of 


cular friends. Now when the ſame were ſeene to ariſe to a iuſt number, ſufficient to 


farniſh a great ſet of Books, diners of my friends ga oapred with great inſtance 


| to haue themprinted,whereunto I was as willing a the reſt,l #t could nener obt ame the 


Gentlemans conſent, though 1ſought it by many great meanes. For his anſwer was ener, 
that thoſe trifles being but an idle mans exerciſe, of an idle ſubieft, written onely for 


prinate recreation, would bluſh to be ſeene otherwiſe then by twilight pruch more to be. 


brought into the common view of all men. And ſeetng me ſtill mportunate, he tooke his 


_ C 
_ 
bi TIE cs. tata 4. bn a6: 
- 
" 


The Epiſtle dedicatorie. a” 
penne,and with an obitinate reſolution of his former ſpcech,wrote in one of the Bookes 
theſe verſes of the Poet Martial, SY 


Seras tutior ibis ad lucernas, 

Hxc hora eſt tua,dum furit Lyxus, 

Dum regnatroſa,dum madent capilli, : 
Tum te yel rigidi legant Catones. 


Wherefore I kept them (or the moſt of them) for. along time by mee, not preſuming 
to put id gg in an other mans corne, till ſuch time as 1 rob that the ſame beeing 
aiſherſed into many mens hands, were þ ſome perſons altogither unknowen to the ow- 

ner, like to be publiſhed in Print, Which made mee aduentare to ſet ths worke in hand, 
he becing neither-prinie nor preſent, nor ſo neere this place as by any reaſonable meanes = 
1 could gine him notice. Wherein though he may take. a inſt offence that I hane laid open. 
his labours without his licence : yet ſmce they were in hazard to come abroad by ſtraun- 
gers, lame and vnperfect by meanes of falſe Copies, T hope that this which Thane done to 
auoide a greater ill, ſhall deſerue a more fauourable excuſe. But ſeeking yet a ſtronger 
ſtring to my bow, 1 thought good in all humble and duetifull fort to offer my ſelfe and my 
bold attempt tothe defence and protettion of your Lordjhip, to whoſe honourable hands. 
T preſent the ſame. Aſſuring my ſelfe, that ſo great i the loue and affettion which hee 
beareth to your L. as the view of your name un the Front of the Bookes, will take away 

_ alldiſpleaſure and unkindnes frommee. Andalthouch this may be thought a greater 

boldnes then the firſt (I being pot any way able to doe your L. ſuch a ſermice, as may de- 

| ſerue ſo great a fanour ) yet Thope theſe Songs being hitherte well eſtecmed of all, ſhalbe- 
ſo regarded of your L.as I for them,and they for themſclues, ſhall not be thought unwor- 
 thie of your honourable defence. With which hope I humbly commit your L. tothe pro= 
 tedtion of the Almightie : wiſhing tothe ſame, that encreaſe of honour which your true- 
_ vertue derined from ſo noble and renowmed Anceſtors doeth worthely deſerue. 
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the right noble and puifſant George Earle of Shreyyesbury , VV aſhford and Wa- 
terford, Earle Marſhall of England, Lord Talbot, Furniuall, Verdune, Louctoft,and 
Strange of Blackmeere, one of her Maieſties moſt honourable priuic councell, . _ 
Iuſtice of the forreſtes and chaſes by north the river of Trenr, and 
' knight of the moſt honourable order of the garter. Ni- 
'_ _ Cholas Yongevviſheth increaſe of honour, 


vvithall happineſle, 


Icht honourable, ſince I firſt began to keepe houſe in this Citie,it hath 
been no ſmall comfort unto mee , that a great number of Gentlemen 
and Merchants of good acrompt(as well of this realme as of forreine 
| nations ) haxe taken in good part ſuch entertaiument of pleaſure , as 
my poore abilitie was ab to afford them, both by the exerciſe of Mu- 
, SW X22>) [iche daily wſed in my houſe , and by furniſhing them with Bookes of 
that kinde yeerly ſent me out of 1taly and other places, which beeing for the moſt part 
: Ttalian Sones , are for ſweetnes of Aire,verie well iked of all, but moſt in account with } 
them that underſtand that language. As for the reſt they doe either not ſing themat | 
all,or at the leaſt with litle delight. And albeit there 117-8 Engliſh ſonges lately ſet 
forth by a great Maiſter of Muſicke, which for skill and ſweetnes may content the maſt 
_ curious: yet becauſe they are not many in number ,men Fi can with varietie haue wi- 
ſhed more of the ſame ſort . For whoſe cauſe chiefly 1 endenoured to get into my hands 
all ſuch Engli(h Songes as were praiſe worthie,and amone(t others, I had the Wy tofind 
 #nthehands of ſome of my good frienas,certaine Italian Madrigales tranſlated moſt of 
them fine yeeres azoe by a Gentleman for his priuate delight , (as not long before cer= 
taine Napolitas had been englijhed by a verie COT perſonage,and now a Conn. 
cellour of eſtate, whereof 1 hane ſeene ſome, but nener poſſeſſed any). And finding the 
ſame to bee ſingnlerly well liked, not onely of thoſe for whoſe cauſe I zather:d them, but 
of many skilfull Gentlemen and other great AY CORP Os the accent of the 
words to be well mainteined , the deſcant not hinzred , (though ſome fewe notes altred) 
and in enerie place the due decorum kept 1 was ſo bold ( beeing well acquainted 
with the Gentleman) as to entreatthe reſt, who willingly gaue me ſuch as he = (for 
of ſome he kept no Copies) and alſo ſome other more lately done at the requeſt of his par- 
ticular friends. Now whez the ſame were ſeenc to ariſe to a iuſt number , ſufficient to 
furniſh a great ſett of Bookes diners of my friends aforeſaid,required with great inſtance 
to haae them printed, whereunto I was as willing as the reſt,but could nener obtaine the 
Gentlemans conſent thouzh I ſought it by many great meanes. For his anſwere was ener, 
that thoſe trifles beeing but an idle mans excerciſe , of an idle ſubieft, written onely for 
prinate recreation,would bluſh to be (eene otherwiſe then by twilight much more to bee 
brought intothe common view of all men. Ana ſeeinz me ſtill importunate,he tooke his 
ond At. fenne, 
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| - gers,lame and wnperfetl by meanes of falſe Copies, I hope that this which I haue done to 


| | 5 firing to my bow, thought good in all humble and duetifull ſort to offer my ſelfe and my 
' , boldattempttothedefence and pr J 


| | bl - ſerne ſo great a fanour)yet I hope the 
* ſoregarded of your L.as 1 for them and they for themſelues, ſhall not be thought unwor- 


theſe verſes of the Poet Martial. 


per ,like to be publiſhed in Print Which made mee aduentare to ſet this worke in hand, 
 heebeting neither prinie nor preſent,nor ſo neere this place as by any reaſonable meanes 
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 penueandwith an obſlinate reſolution of his former ſpeech, wrote in one of the Bookes , © 


_ Seras tutior ibis ad lucernas,, 
Hxc horaeſt tua,dum furic Lyzus, 
 Dumregnatroſa,dum madent capilli, 
. Tumteyedrigidilegant Catones. 


Wherefore 1 kept them (or the moſt of them) for a long time by mee,not preſuming 
fo put my ſickle in an other mans core, till ſach time as 1 heard, that the ſame beemng 
diſperſed into many mens hands ,were by ſome perſons altogither unknowen to the ow. 


Og MD OO CE CC 


I could giue him notice. Wherin though he may take a inſt offente,that 1 haue laid open 
his Iabours without his licence ytt ſince they were in hazard to come abroad by ſlraun- 


3 


auoide a greater ill, ſhall deſerue a more fauonrable excuſe, But ſeeking yet a ſtronger 


roteftion of your Lordfhip, to whoſe honourable hands 
I preſent the ſame. Aſſuring my ſelfe , that ſo great is the loue and ; dngars which hee 
beareth to your L. as the view of; your name in the Front of the Bookes, will take away 
all djpleare and onkindnes from mee. And althouzh this may bee thought a greater 
boldnes then the firſt ( I beting not any way able to ave your L. ſuch a ſeruice,as may de. 
« Sonees beeing hitherto well eſteemed of all ſhall be 


zhie of your honourable defente, With which hope I humbly commit your L. tothe pro. 
zeftion of the Almiehtie : wiſhing to the ſame, that encreaſe of honour which your true 
wvertue deriued from ſo noble and renowned Anceſtors doeth worthely deſeruc. 
&.1588.- Ft, 


From London the firſt of Otto Oo. 
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1 To theright honourable Gilbert Lord Talbor, ſonne and heire ro 
| therightnoble8&puiſlant George Earle of Shrewesbury, Waſhford and Wa- 
terford. Earle Marſhal of England, Lord Talbot, Furniuall, Verdune, Louetoft, 

& Strange of Blackmcerc,onc of hir Maicſties moſt honorable privie councel, 

Iuſtice of the forreſts and chaſes by north the riuer of Trent,and TY 
| knight of the moſt honourable order of the garter, Ni- , 
| cholas Yong wiſheth increaſe of honour, 
|... with all happineſle, 


Ight honourable, ſince 1firſt began to keepe houſe in this Citie, it hath 
been no ſmall comfort unto mee, that agreat number of Gentlemen 
and, Merchants of good accompt (as wellof this realme as of forreine 
nations) haue taken in good part ſuch entertainment of pleaſure , as 
'272y poore abilitie was able to affoord them,both by the exerciſe of Mu- 

EIN 7 e daily uſed in my houſe,and by furniſhing them with Bookes of 
that | kinde yeere ly ſent me out of Italy and other Trorin which veeing for the moſt part 
Italian Songs, are for ſweetnes of Aire,wverie well liked of all, but moſt in account with 
them that underſtand that language. As for the reſt, they doe either not ſing them at 
all, or at the leaſt with litle dclight . And albeit there be ſome Engliſh ſongs lately ſet 
forth by agreat Maiſter of Muſicke, which for skill and ſweetnes may content the moſt 
" enrious : yet becauſe they are not many in number nen delighted with variette, haue 
wiſhed more of the ſame ſort. For whoſe cauſe chiefly 1 endenoured to get into my hands 
all ſuch Engliſh Songs as were praiſe worthie, and amongit others, Thad the hap to find 
in the hands of ſome of my good friends, certaine Italian Madrigales tranſlated moſt of 
them fine yeeres agoe by a Gentleman for his priuate m7 I (as not long before ter- .. 
taine Napolitans had been enzliſbed by averic honourable perſonage,andnow a Coun- 
_ cellonr of eſtaten hereof I hauc ſcene ſome but nenex poſſeſſed any.) And finding the 
ſame to be ſingulerly well liked, not onely of thoſe for whoſe cauſe Igathered them, but 
of many skilfull Gentlemen and other great Muſiciens, who affirmed the accent of the 

| words to be wellmainteined, the deſcant not hinared, (though ſeme fewe notes altred) 
| 4rd inencrie place the due aecorum kept : 1was fo bolde (beeing well acquainted with = i 
| the Gentleman) as tolentreate the reſt, who willingly gaue ay” ras as he had (for of | 

| /ore he kept no Copies ) and alſo ſome other more lately done at the requeſt of his partt- 1 

cular friends. Now when the ſame were ſeene 10 ariſe toa inſt number, ſufficient to 
furnijh a great ſet of Books, diners of my friends aforeſaid,required with great inſtance 

to haue them printed, whereunto 1 was as willing as the poll For could nener obtaine the 
Gentlemans conſent, though 1 ſought it by many great meancs. For his anſirer was ener, 

that thoſe trifles being but an idle mans exerciſe, of an idle ſubiet, written onely for 

; | Private recreation, would bluſh to be ſeene otherwiſe then by twilight puuch more to be 
- Þ #rought into the commun view of all men. And ſeeing me ſtill impartunate,he tooke his 
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Þ The Ep iſle dedicatorie. 


'  penne,and with an obitinate reſolution of his fermer ſpcech, wrote in oat of the 'Bookes 
theſe verſes of the Poet Martial, = & FF AVE 


Seras tutior ibis ad lucernas, | 
Hwuc hora eſt tua,dum furit Lyzus, 
 Dumregnatroſa,dum madent capilli, 

Tum te vel rigidi legant Catones. 
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IVherefore I kept them (or the moſt of them) for a long time by mee, not preſuming © 
fo pu! my ſithle in an other mans corne, till ſuch time as Theard, that the ſame beeing 
Cady Ly ſome per ſons alt ogither wunknowen to theow- | 
© ner, like to be publiſhed in Print. Which made mee aduenture to ſet thus worke in hand, 


aiſþer ſed into many mens hands, were 


; 


 hebeeing neither prinie nor preſent, nor ſo neere this place as by any reaſonable meanes 
. 1could giue him nottce. Wherem though he may take a inſt offence that 1 haue laid open | 
his labours without his licence : yet ſince they were in hazard to come abroad by ſtr aun- 
- -- gers, lame and vnperfect by meanes of falſe Copies, 1 hope that this which Thane done to 
__ anordeagreaterill, ſhall deſerue a more fauourable excuſe. But ſecking yet a ſtronger 
\ ſtring to myboww, I thought good in all humble and duciifull ſort to offer my ſelfe and my | 
. bold attempt tothe defence and protettion of your Lordjbip, ta whoſe honourable bands 
T preſent the ſame. Aſſuring my ſelfe, that ſo great « the loue and x hoon which hee 
beareth to your L. as the view of your name in the Front of the Bookes, will take away 
all diſpleaſure and vnkindnes from mee. And although thu may be thought a greater 
bolanes then the firſt (1 being not any way able to doe your L. ſuch - dar as may de- 
'  ſerme ſogreat a fauour ) yet Thope theſe Songs being hitherto welleftecmed of all,ſhalbe 
, foregarded of jour L.as I for them,and they for themſclues, ſhall not be thought unwor- 
B95 nourable defence. With which "oſt 1 humbly commit your L. to the pro- 
at encreaſe of honour which your true | 


thie of your | 
zeftion of the Almizhtie : wiſhing tothe ſame, t 107 
vertue deriued from ſo noble and renowmed Anceſtors doeth worthely deſerue. 
From Londen the firſt of October, 1 588, _ | [LY 
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